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Who is participating………

• Magdalena Borzęcka 

• Miroslaw Korzeniowski, PhD
AGROEKOTON Association
Sustainable Horticulture
Core Team, Team Leader

• Mario Steta
Director of Operations 
Driscoll's EMEA

• You







ETHICS

John D. Rockefeller

Industrialist (1839-1937)

“Next to doing the right thing

the most important thing is to let people know

you are doing the right thing”

RISK

Warren Buffett

Investor (1930- )

“Risk comes from not knowing what you are doing”







PORTUGAL - ZAMBUJEIRA



Case study from University of Utrecht













Some thoughts and questions

From Food Safety

……..to Social Compliance

……and now Environment

Sustainability cannot be approached as a competitive advantage, other 
than maybe market/consumer positioning

The frequent argument about what is more or less sustainable:

How do we measure the impact?



Some thoughts and questions

• What is Sustainability?

• Is it about us? Impact of the horticultural industry

• But…..do we really understand our own impact?

• What are the implications? 
✓Policy
✓Legal? Example of no single use plastics; no drain water in NL by 2026
✓Consumers? 
✓Do what is right?

• Who is acting? Some examples

• What should IBO  and its members commit too?



What is “Sustainability”

• From Oxford:
• The ability to be maintained at a certain rate or level (“the sustainability of economic 

growth”)

• Avoidance of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain an ecological balance 
(“the pursuit of global environmental sustainability”)

• From the UN:
• In 1987, the United Nations Brundtland Commission defined sustainability as “meeting the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs.”

• University of California Los Angeles:
• In the charter for the UCLA Sustainability Committee, sustainability is defined as: “the integration of 

environmental health, social equity and economic vitality in order to create thriving, healthy, diverse and 
resilient communities for this generation and generations to come. The practice of sustainability recognizes 
how these issues are interconnected and requires a systems approach and an acknowledgement of 
complexity.”

http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf
https://www.sustain.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/UCLA-Sustainability-Charter.pdf


• We can all agree it is about resources:
• Water
• Soil, substrate
• Biodiversity

• Pollution (pesticides, plastics, greenhouse gas emissions, etc)

• Is it about using less only?

• About using “organic” tools into “conventional” production

• What about being sustainable meaning “doing more berries.…blueberries….with 
les resources”

• It is about people





Is it about us? Impact of the horticultural industry
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MEXICO – CIUDAD GUZMAN

SOURCE: Google Earth



MEXICO - TAPALPA

SOURCE: Google Earth



So….do we really understand our own
impact?
• Water:

• Do we verify the validity/legality of concesions and well permits?
• Do we truly understand our acquifers
• Do we meassure consumption?
• How many of us are recirculating?
• What about erosion control?

• Plastics:
• Do we follow disposal and/or re-cycling of tunnels and ground covers?

• Soil vs hidroponics

• Support of biodiversity: are we allocating land reserves?

• Are we working properly with Government, Industry and NGO’s to reduce impact?



So what are the implications?

Certifications
(Food Safety, Social and Environment)



Overview of requirements & costs

New customer

requirements

New versions

in 2024



New customer

requirements



New versions

in 2024

New customer

requirements



ORGANIZATIONS/SECTORS THAT ARE AN 
EXAMPLE ON COORDINATED EFFORTS ON 

SUSTAINIBILITY 



SOURCE: https://apparelcoalition.org/

The Sustainable Apparel Coalition (SAC) brings together more than 280 global brands, retailers,
manufacturers, NGOs, academics and industry associations along the whole supply chain, representing
about half of the apparel and footwear industry. The SAC is deeply committed to creating a more
sustainable, equitable, and just world for all through collective action efforts that enable positive social and
environmental impact at scale.

TEXTILE INDUSTRY



SOURCE: https://sustainablerice.org/



SOURCE: https://www.fao.org/news/countries-good-practices/article/en/c/1381459/

“Public-private partnerships have
shown that they can positively influence
production and consumption patterns
with a rights and sustainability
approach, promoting the development
of a country”.

“The partnership between FAO and the
food company El Ordeño offers a new
generation of sustainable food products,
aimed at responsible consumers who care
about of the origin of their food, with
positive socio-economic and
environmental effects”.



Project that created Farmer Field Schools that provide agricultural advisory services,
helping smallholder farmers in particular, acquire new skills and knowledge and to
become more resilient to climate change and other challenges in their communities or
ecosystems.

SOURCE: https://www.fao.org/news/countries-good-practices/article/en/c/1641502/





WHAT SHOULD IBO AND ITS MEMBERS COMMIT TO 
AND HOW?










	Slajd 1: THE SUSTAINABILITY CHALLENGE Round Table Discussion 
	Slajd 2: Who is participating………
	Slajd 3
	Slajd 4
	Slajd 5
	Slajd 6
	Slajd 7
	Slajd 8
	Slajd 9: Case study from University of Utrecht
	Slajd 10
	Slajd 11
	Slajd 12
	Slajd 13
	Slajd 14
	Slajd 15: Some thoughts and questions
	Slajd 16: Some thoughts and questions
	Slajd 17: What is “Sustainability”
	Slajd 18
	Slajd 19
	Slajd 20
	Slajd 21: SOUTH OF SPAIN - ALMERIA
	Slajd 22
	Slajd 23
	Slajd 24
	Slajd 25
	Slajd 26
	Slajd 27: So….do we really understand our own impact?
	Slajd 28: So what are the implications?
	Slajd 29
	Slajd 30
	Slajd 31
	Slajd 32
	Slajd 33
	Slajd 34
	Slajd 35
	Slajd 36
	Slajd 37
	Slajd 38
	Slajd 39
	Slajd 40
	Slajd 41
	Slajd 42

